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anti-militarist party. But I do not believe that peace 
either ought to be or will be permanent on this globe 
unless the states pacifically organized preserve some of 
the old elements of army discipline. A permanently 
successful peace-economy cannot be a simple pleasure- 
economy. In the more or less socialistic future towards 
which mankind seems drifting we must still subject 
ourselves collectively to those severities which answer to 
our real position upon this only partly hospitable globe. 
We must make new energies and hardihoods continue 
the manliness to which the military mind so faithfully 
clings. Martial virtues must be the enduring cement ; 
intrepidity, contempt of softness, surrender of private 
interest, obedience to command must still remain the 
rock upon which states are built — unless, indeed, we 
wish for dangerous reactions against commonwealths fit 
only for contempt, and liable to invite attack whenever a 
centre of crystallization for military-minded enterprise 
gets formed anywhere in their neighborhood. 

The war party is assuredly right in affirming and 
reaffirming that the martial virtues, although originally 
gained by the race through war, are absolute and per- 
manent human goods. Patriotic pride and ambition in 
their military form are, after all, only specifications of a 
more general competitive passion. They are its first 
form, but that is no reason for supposing them to be its 
last form. Men now are proud of belonging to a con- 
quering nation, and without a murmur they lay down 
their persons and their wealth, if by so doing they may 
fend off subjection. But who can be sure that other 
aspects of one's country may not, with time and educa- 
tion and suggestion enough, come to be regarded with 
similarly effective feelings of pride and shame ? Why 
should men not some day feel that it is worth a blood 
tax to belong to a collectivity superior in any ideal 
respect? Why should they not blush with indignant 
shame if the community that owns them is vile in any 
way whatsoever? Individuals, daily more numerous, 
now feel this civic passion. It is only a question of 
blowing on the spark till the whole population gets in- 
candescent, and on the ruins of the old morals of military 
honor a stable system of morals of civic honor builds 
itself up. What the whole community comes to believe 
in grasps the individual as in a vise. The war function 
has grasped us so far; but constructive interests may 
some day seem no less imperative, and impose on the 
individual a hardly lighter burden. 

Let me illustrate my idea more concretely. There is 
nothing to make one indignant in the mere fact that life 
is hard, that men should toil and suffer pain. The 
planetary conditions once for all are such, and we can 
stand it. But that so many men, by mere accidents of 
birth and opportunity, should have a life of nothing else 
but toil and pain and hardness and inferiority imposed 
upon them, should have no vacation, while others natively 
no more deserving never get any taste of this campaign- 
ing life at all, — this is capable of arousing indignation 
in reflective minds. It may end by seeming shameful to 
all of us that some of us have nothing but campaigning, 
and others nothing but unmanly ease. If now — and 
this is my idea — there were, instead of military con- 
scription, a conscription of the whole youthful population 
to form for a certain number of years a part of the army 
enlisted against Nature, the injustice would tend to be 



evened out, and numerous other goods to the common- 
wealth would follow. The military ideals of hardihood 
and discipline would be wrought into the growing fibre 
of the people ; no one would remain blind, as the luxuri- 
ous classes now are blind, to man's real relations to the 
globe he lives on, and to the permanently sour and hard 
foundations of his higher life. To coal and iron mines, 
to freight trains, to fishing fleets in December, to dish- 
washing, clothes-washing and window- washing, to road- 
building and tunnel-making, to foundries and stoke-holes, 
and to the frames of skyscrapers, would our gilded 
youths be drafted off, according to their choice, to get 
the childishness knocked out of them, and to come back 
into society with healthier sympathies and soberer ideas. 
They would have paid their blood tax, done their own 
part in the immemorial human warfare against nature, 
they would tread the earth more proudly, the women 
would value them more highly, they would be better 
fathers and teachers of the following generation. 

Such a conscription, with the state of public opinion 
that would have required it, and the many moral fruits 
it would bear, would preserve in the midst of a pacific 
civilization the manly virtues which the military party is 
so afraid of seeing disappear in peace. We should get 
toughness without callousness, authority with as little 
criminal cruelty as possible, and painful work done 
cheerily because the duty is temporary and threatens 
not, as now, to degrade the whole remainder of one's 
life. I spoke of the " moral equivalent " of war. So far 
war has been the only force that can discipline a whole 
community, and until an equivalent discipline is organ- 
ized, I believe that war must have its way. But I have 
no serious doubt that the ordinary prides and shames of 
social man, once developed to a certain intensity, are 
capable of organizing such a moral equivalent as I have 
sketched, or some other just as effective for preserving 
manliness of type. It is but a question of time, of skill- 
ful propagandism and of opinion-making men seizing 
historic opportunities. 

The martial type of character can be bred without 
war. Strenuous honor and disinterestedness abound else- 
where. Priests and medical men are in a fashion edu- 
cated to it, and we should all feel some degree of it 
imperative if we were conscious of our work as an oblig- 
atory service to the state. We should be owned, as 
soldiers are by the army, and our pride would rise ac- 
cordingly. We could be poor, then, without humiliation, 
as army officers now are. The only thing needed hence- 
forward is to inflame the civic temper as past history has 
inflamed the military temper. 

Christianity and Pacifism. 

BY ALFEED MOHN, PASTOE OF THE EEFOEMED FEENCH 
CHURCH AT THE HAGUE. 

Discourse delivered at the great mass peace meeting held in 
Stockholm, Sunday evening, July 31. 

When an assembly, made up of representatives from 
all parts of the globe, a universal congress like that which 
will open to-morrow in your beautiful city, meets any- 
where, one may ask what were the causes which led the 
country where it meets to be chosen in preference to 
others as the seat of its labors. 

An alternative naturally presents itself to the mind : 
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either the country in question has done little as yet for 
the great cause for which the congress stands, has re- 
mained a stranger, indifferent and perhaps hostile to the 
idea which brings together in a common effort numerous 
energies scattered throughout the entire world, and the 
choice of its territory for a great manifestation of this 
idea is justified by the very legitimate ambition and the 
hope of winning its adherence ; or, on the contrary, this 
country has devoted itself more than others to the pro- 
motion of this cause. It is counted among the most 
active and valiant of the champions of this idea, and in 
that case the presence of the congress upon its territory 
may be considered as a mark of real homage. 

Which of these two alternatives can be applied to the 
present case ? The facts speak too loudly to allow the 
question to be raised. There is no need to come to this 
country to preach the good news of pacifism as if it were 
an unheard-of novelty. In the holy war against war 
Sweden has placed herself in the first rank, not only 
by the number and the character of the personalities 
whom she has placed in the struggle, but by merits still 
more striking. 

Others place at the service of international peace their 
word— authoritative, ardent, sincere, I grant, but still only 
their word. You have served it yourselves, and you are 
serving it still by your deeds. Your government is one 
of the barely three or four who make contributions to 
the International Peace Bureau, and thus bear witness 
to a living interest in its work. But the very beauty of 
this action, each year renewed, grows pale before the in- 
comparable splendor of the example which recently, in a 
critical hour of your national life, you gave to the civi- 
lized world. 

I would not give pain to anybody "hor venture upon 
the delicate ground of politics. But you will allow, will 
you not, one who is acquainted with the events of which 
he speaks, because he saw them unrolled before his own 
eyes, and who knows what he owes to your country, be- 
cause a sojourn of several years in this very city has 
rendered it dear to him as a second country, — you will 
permit him, I say, to acknowledge the debt of gratitude 
towards you, contracted by all the friends of peace, for 
the noble spectacle which they owe to you as a nation 
remaining peaceful with dignity. 

In the history of the first years of the twentieth cen- 
tury Sweden will hold a place of honor. Is she not the 
country which knew how to cause the voice of reason to 
triumph over the violent suggestions of hereditary in- 
stincts, and which, in renouncing the right of force 
founded on immemorial usage in order to follow the 
principles of a morality superior to that which has been 
left us by the ages of barbarism, has assured the progress 
of the whole of humanity in its slow ascent towards the 
ideal? 

But there is a saying, Nobless oblige. You will permit 
me also to recall this saying. In doing it I indeed mean 
to affirm furthermore that the recent and glorious past, to 
which I have just made allusion, creates for you sacred 
obligations for the future. But I have in mind still fur- 
ther, because of the place where we are (a church) and 
the character of this meeting, the responsibility which 
their character as Christians lays upon the disciples of 
the Prince of Peace. 

Is it not strange that so many of these disciples can 



remain indifferent still to the noble ambition to put an 
end to the unholy struggles, the fratricidal animosities 
by which from century to century the human race has 
dishonored itself ?. I know that the men whom, for con- 
venience of language, we call pacifists are represented 
to them as enemies of their country and of national de- 
fense. And perhaps they too readily accept as a true 
portrait what is only a miserable caricature. 

But let it be known that the friends of peace, at least 
the immense majority of them, have at heart as much as 
anybody the love of their country and the care for its 
independence and its dignity. On the question of the 
right of defense, so complex, so delicate, so troublesome 
from the Christian point of view, they may without doubt 
differ in opinion. Some, like Tolstoy, solve the question 
in the negative ; others, more numerous, I think, — but 
the number after all does not create the truth, — answer 
it in the affirmative. 

As for me, in the actual condition of humanity, and 
notably for small countries who do not make war, but 
have to undergo it, I am one of those who believe the 
existence of a national army still justified. However 
that may be, it is not against an institution of the'state 
which the pacifists direct their effort, and it is still less 
against the representatives of a certain profession. Do 
you know that officers are found in their ranks, officers 
of every grade, even generals ? This is not at all aston- 
ishing, moreover, because the task which the pacifists are 
pursuing is one of those which may and which ought to 
bring together all men of goodwill. 

There is a monster, greedy, impure and cruel, hanging 
on the flank of our modern societies, which sucks away 
the best of their blood. It is war. The combined efforts 
of labor, of commerce and of industry are not yet suffi- 
cient to destroy it. From year to year the so-called 
civilized states, the peoples which claim to be Christian, 
see their military budgets growing more and more for- 
midable, as into a bottomless pit they are throwing, by 
millions and billions, the precious fruits of their toil. 
But the voracious abyss in vain swallows up the treasures 
which human folly throws into it, and which would 
rather be transformed into light, justice and goodness. 
But the abyss is never full. The budgets of foolish old 
Europe have now a chronic deficit, and the spectre of 
ruin rises on the horizon. In order to meet the growing 
burdens the governments are obliged to increase their 
annual receipts, of which that of Germany rises to five 
hundred million francs, that of England to an equal sum, 
that of France to a scarcely less amount, and that of the 
other countries to a considerable extent, if not quite in 
proportion. What must be done, therefore ? Add new 
taxes. But these have as their immediate and necessary 
effect, on one hand, the increasing dearnessof living, and 
on the other, the impossibility of realizing at the proper 
time, for want of sufficient resources, reforms the present 
need of which everybody is united in proclaiming. 
Thereby difficulties of a material sort are increased for an 
ever greater number of individuals, anxiety consumes 
their spirits, discontent embitters their hearts, social 
troubles are aggravated, revolution, which is clamoring 
at our doors, is becoming increasingly menacing, and the 
powers and forces of evil are everywhere opposing the 
power of God. 

It is this nightmare of war which is weighing so 
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heavily upon the modern world from which the pacifists 
are attempting to deliver ns. It seems to them that the 
hoar has come for our race to free itself from a hideous 
survival of the times of barbarism, and to substitute for 
the recourse to brute force for the solution of interna- 
tional differences, instruments more worthy, more just, 
more efficacious also, by applying to the relation of states 
the juridic rules and the moral laws which already govern 
in our civilized societies the relations of individuals. 
Peace! Well, that is their ideal. Not, however, as 
some pretend, peace at any price, shamefully submitted 
to, perhaps imposed by violence or by cowardice, but 
the peace which alone is real, alone is worthy of this 
name, that which is founded on justice and the mutual 
respect of all rights. 

Now I say, that if there is any one class of men who 
should be specially interested in the success of such an 
enterprise, who have no right to hold themselves aloof, 
inactive, unmoved, disdainful or even malevolent, it is 
the disciples of the Christ. Who in this respect should 
have in this cause more reason to act and to struggle than 
they ? Does it not seem to you significant in this regard 
that fhe first peace societies were founded by Christians, 
who were conscious in this way of being true to their 
vocation, and are you not struck with the fact that the 
only countries where their work has been implanted and 
is being followed up are those which have received the 
light of the Gospel ? 

Do not be surprised at this. It is indeed more than 
a coincidence. If the peace movement, like all great 
moral reforms, I beg you to notice, has a religious and 
Christian origin, if the struggle against war, as indeed 
that against any other social iniquity, has had as its in- 
itiators disciples of Jesus of Nazareth, it is because the tree 
of peace has its most vital roots in the soil of the Gospel. 

What is war in principle ? A poisonous fruit of egoism 
and of hatred. And what is the new law which the 
Christ brought to the world ? The law of the Kingdom 
of God which He wishes to establish on the earth. It is 
the law of love. Between the spirit of the Gospel and 
the spirit of war there is a fundamental opposition, an 
unremovable, absolute contradiction. Whoever is inspired 
by the one cannot obey the other. Every conquest of 
the first supposes a defeat of the second. 

This was well understood by the author of that picture 
(Debat Ponsan) which photography has popularized, the 
conception of which, at least, is striking. Men of war, 
princes and church men in the attitude of conquerors, are 
treading under foot a plain strewn with corpses, and in 
front of them on the mountain, white in His spotless 
robe, the Christ of the Beatitudes and of the Cross, look- 
ing toward these sons of Cain, who, however, are called 
by His name, casts upon them a look of great distress, 
and, directing attention with a look of gentle reproach to 
the lifeless victims of their murderous fury, He recalls 
to their mind His divine commandment: "But I say 
unto you : love one another." 

The artist certainly is right. Bring forward all the 
considerations which you please in favor of war — however 
plausible they may appear, they will always find contra- 
diction in this capital, and for the Christian, decisive fact 
that his Master has summed up the law of morality and 
religion in the commandment of love. Wherever this 



law is violated it is the Christ Himself who undergoes 
defeat. But it is the Christ also who celebrates a victory 
every time that the spirit of love, anywhere on the globe, 
realizes itself in action, and reveals itself as more beautiful 
than the spirit of hatred. 

This fact is proclaimed with singular eloquence by a 
work of modern sculpture. Some years ago Argentina 
and Chile, at variance over a question of frontier, were 
about to come to blows. Hostilities seemed inevitable, 
when the two countries, under the force of public opinion, 
succeeded in finding at last the ground of agreement 
which they had long sought in vain. They decided simply 
to submit their differences to arbitration, and concluded 
an arrangement which spared them the shame and the 
horrors of a war. They desired then to perpetuate the 
memory of this truly memorable triumph of good sense 
and peace. But it was not to their statesmen that they 
erected a monument. No. In the agreement which had 
come about, in the harmony which had been reestablished, 
they saw clearly that a higher and more powerful influence 
than that of the public authorities had played the fore- 
most and the better part, and this is why the traveler who 
to-day crosses the chain of the Andes may see, erected 
at a height of nearly four thousand meters, on the summit 
of a mountain peak, in the very region where the bloody 
conflict must have taken place, a colossal statue cast from 
the bronze of old caunon, the statue of Him who Himself 
deserved the beautiful name of the Prince of Peace, and 
who reserved for the pacifists the highest distinction 
which a human being can desire: "Blessed," He said, 
" are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the chil- 
dren of God." 

Oh, may the disciples whom the Christ counts among 
us all aspire to this enviable and glorious title ! May the 
Christians of the whole world show themselves more at- 
tentive to the signs of the times, more deeply conscious of 
the gravity of the present hour, more faithful above all 
to the spirit of their Master and more conscious of the 
mission incumbent upon them of being on the earth peace- 
makers with God. May the cause of international peace, 
so eminently Christian, find in them enthusiastic de- 
fenders, intelligent, untiring and convinced workmen. 
May they — those who, after having given the signal for 
the struggle, and for a long time having borne alone the 
whole force of the combat, have allowed themselves to 
be outstripped by others who came later and to lose the 
glory of pioneers and of conquerors — may they make an 
effort to retake their place, the post of honor which be- 
longs to them in all the crusades for justice, truth, liberty 
and fraternity, in the front rank, the advanced guard, 
among the bold and valiant. 

Christians of Sweden, children of a century which is 
called especially militaristic, but heirs also of Gustavus- 
Adolphus and of his knightly followers, keep intact, 
maintain alive in the heart of your people the ideal for 
which these heroes of former times knew how to struggle 
and to die. Like them serve the cause of God with the 
spiritual arms which the progress of light in the bosom 
of the church and the new needs of our times put in your 
hands. It is the cause of humanity which you will thus 
serve and it is also the cause of your dear country. Yes, 
you will labor for the grandeur, the true grandeur of 
that country of which I like to repeat with you, but giving 
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to the declaration of the poet the sense of an ardent plea 
and a prayer to God : 

" I know that thou art and that thou wilt be in the 
future what thou hast been in the past." 



The Field Secretary's Report for Sep- 
tember, 1910. 

BY CHARLES E. BEALS, FIELD SECEETAEY OP THE 
AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 

A wedding is the romantic and unexpected by-product 
of the Chicago National Peace Congress of 1909. At 
the Congress Prof. Franklin S. Blair of Guilford College, 
North Carolina, became acquainted with Mrs. Violet P. 
Huntington, formerly of New York and later of Chicago. 
The consummation was reached on Sunday, September 
4, when these two peace workers were united in mar- 
riage. It was the Field Secretary's privilege to give the 
bride away in the marriage ceremony. 

An interesting and important conference of Chinese 
students was held at Northwestern University the last 
week of August. This conference represented the ter- 
ritory of the mid- west. One hundred and twenty students 
registered in attendance. These students are sent to the 
United States by the Chinese government, the cost being 
defrayed out of the indemnity which was returned to 
China by the United States after the settlement of the 
Boxer claims. The students are highly intelligent and 
exceedingly interesting. Within five years most of them 
will have returned to their native land to be the leaders 
of the young China which is so rapidly forging to the 
front. The Field Secretary was invited to address the 
students and did so on August 30. A case of Peace Con- 
gress Proceedings was shipped to the conference and a 
copy presented to each student. 

A card has been sent to over a thousand college and 
public libraries, offering a presentation copy of the Chi- 
cago Peace Congress Proceedings on receipt of postage. 
Over one hundred and twenty-five libraries have already 
responded. 

The pastor of the Ninth Presbyterian Church of Chi- 
cago, Rev. Walter Cutler Jones, is experimenting with a 
People's Forum. On successive Thursday evenings such 
subjects as " The Service of the Unions," " Women in 
Industry," "The Message of the Twentieth Century" 
and "Labor in Court" are discussed by labor leaders 
and others. The Field Secretary read a paper on Thurs- 
day evening, September 15, in which he suggested some 
of the things that the peace and labor movements have 
in common. 

On Sunday morning, September 18, the Rev. A. 
Eugene Bartlett, pastor of the Church of the Redeemer, 
one of our most zealous and faithful peace workers, 
opened his pulpit to the Field Secretary, who preached 
on " The Higher Warfare." The afternoon of the same 
day found the Field Secretary at the Central Young 
Men's Christian Association of Chicago, where the theme 
presented was " Brotherhood the Goal of Evolution." 

A program is being built for the November meeting 
of the Chicago Congregational Club, at which meeting 
the subject of international peace will be discussed from 
the standpoints of history, commerce, education and 
religion. At the Theodore Parker Centennial, which 



will be held at the Abraham Lincoln Centre within a 
few weeks, the pacifist views of the great New England 
intellectual and moral pioneer will find place upon the 
program. 

The membership of the Chicago Peace Society is now 
four hundred and thirty-nine. The Executive Committee 
holds regular sessions, meeting for luncheon on the first 
Thursday of each month. The committee invites the 
honorary vice-presidents of the society to be its guests 
in rotation. At the September meeting Bishop W. F. 
McDowell was with us, to the great delight of the com- 
mittee. The shadow of sorrow rested upon the gather- 
ing, however, for we were all saddened by the recent 
death of Hon. Robert Treat Paine. A large photograph 
of the late president of the American Peace Society oc- 
cupied the place of honor in the committee room ; and 
as we looked upon that noble and beloved countenance, 
we dedicated ourselves anew to the work which he loved 
so well. 

Another great grief to our Chicago workers is the 
removal of our president, Hon. George E. Roberts, who 
goes to Washington to resume his old position as Direc- 
tor of the Mint. His departure means an almost irrep- 
arable loss to the Chicago Peace Society. Among all 
the leading business men of this city Mr. Roberts seemed 
to be the only one who knew the peace movement well 
and who believed in it heart and soul. When others 
feared, he dared. We should not have to-day a society 
of nearly five hundred members had it not been for his 
contributions of time, money, strength, influence and 
wisdom. Mr. Roberts has promised to be present at the 
annual meeting of the Chicago Society in January. 

The Board of Directors, Executive Committee and 
Civic Industrial Committee of the Chicago Association 
of Commerce joined with the officers of the Chicago 
Peace Society in tendering a farewell luncheon to Mr. 
Roberts on September 6. The function was held at the 
Union League Club. With the generous hospitality 
which the Chicago Association of Commerce has mani- 
fested towards our peace workers so frequently during 
the past two years, the pacifists were entertained as 
guests of the larger organization. Pres. Homer A. 
Stillwell opened the post-prandial exercises and then 
called upon the Peace Secretary to act as toastmaster. 
Two bank presidents and other representative business 
men, the president of the Union League Club, the pres- 
ident of the City Club, the Japanese Consul and Hon. 
Charles D. Norton, secretary to President Taft, were 
among the speakers, and paid high tribute to Mr. Roberts. 
In responding Mr. Roberts took occasion to express his 
firm belief in the principles of the peace movement and 
decried the silly and wicked talk about a war with Japan. 
He quoted Sir Edward Grey's characterization of the 
present expenditures for war purposes as a satire upon 
civilization. He spoke of the Association of Commerce 
and the Peace Society as the two organizations in which 
he had taken the greatest interest while in Chicago and 
said, " I would like to officiate in a ceremony of eternal 
union between the two." Nearly seven pages of Chicago 
Commerce, the weekly organ of the Association of Com- 
merce, were devoted to an account of the luncheon 
and recorded the addresses in full. The respect, the 
heartiest good wishes and the sincere love of hosts of 
Chicago friends will accompany Mr. Roberts to the 



